
 

 

 
 

 

Edinburgh Research Explorer 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strip Horizon

Citation for published version:
Paredes Maldonado, M, Miret García, A & Vega Clemente, R, Strip Horizon, 2016, Design.

Link:
Link to publication record in Edinburgh Research Explorer

Document Version:
Other version

General rights
Copyright for the publications made accessible via the Edinburgh Research Explorer is retained by the author(s)
and / or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing these publications that users recognise and
abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

Take down policy
The University of Edinburgh has made every reasonable effort to ensure that Edinburgh Research Explorer
content complies with UK legislation. If you believe that the public display of this file breaches copyright please
contact openaccess@ed.ac.uk providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately and
investigate your claim.

Download date: 26. May. 2023

https://www.research.ed.ac.uk/en/publications/0f1753a3-3090-499f-b0f3-883f324bea78


1

Dr Miguel Paredes Maldonado
ESALA
Strip Horizon
Architectural Design Portfolio
June 2016

Practice outputs



2

Dr Miguel Paredes Maldonado
ESALA

Strip Horizon
June 2016
Summary of research 
dimensions of output 

Section 01 
Output

‘Strip Horizon’ is a hybrid architectural and 
urban proposal for a flexible, scalable 
residential neighbourhood in the municipality 
of Runavík (Faroe Islands). The portfolio of 
architectural design work included here was 
submitted to an open, two‐stage international 
competition:
Nordic Built Cities Challenge, Runavík site, 
www.nordicinnovation.org/programs/nordic-
built-cities-challenge

Following the first stage of the competition the 
entry was shortlisted to the Top 4 submissions, 
and was developed further during the second 
stage for public presentations to the jury and 
Faroese stakeholders in June 2016.

Section 02 
Originality: new knowledge

This design-led research project filled a gap in 
the development of multi-dimensional 
perspectives on architectural sustainability. 
The design proposal incorporated 
environmental, economic and place-making 
components. 

It synthesised theoretical reflection with a 
methodology of design-led enquiry, that 
resolved ultimately in a design exemplar: a 
residential neighbourhood of 95 modular 
dwellings in curvilinear strip formations that 
cascaded across the contours of the site. 
Critically, the design proposal delivered a 
custom linear building typology – adjusted via 
collective online input from future tenants and 
homeowners – that addressed the local 
climatic, topographical, access and community 
conditions of the site, as well as the availability 
of materials locally. The repeated linear 
volumes acted as a barrier against the 
prevalent transversal winds entering the fjord 
in which the site is located. The positioning of 
the strips minimised self-shading and 
maximised solar insolation. Furthermore, strip 
permeability minimised disruptions to the 
natural spread of local flora and fauna. Unbuilt 
spaces between strips received minimal 
treatment, and were instead framed as spatial 
linkages between the downhill urban core and 
the uphill landscape of common municipal 
grounds. Importantly, this strategy of uphill 
spatial continuity leveraged traditional Faroese 
social and legal customs in regards to 
collective land management.

http://www.nordicinnovation.org/programs/nordic-built-cities-challenge
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Section 02 (continued) 

The resulting configuration was unprecedented 
in the regional context of the Faroe Islands 
and the Nordic Countries, introducing a new, 
sustainable building type. This design-led 
research demonstrated that it is possible to 
provide a compact, walkable neighbourhood in 
a peri-urban setting, supporting a diverse, 
balanced community with potential for mutual 
support, security, diversity and learning. The 
configuration shows the benefits of public 
strips of safe open space with access to sun 
and views for play, socialising and urban 
farming. The modular terraced architecture 
minimises cut-and-fill and supports controlled 
expansion and contraction of individual units 
according to changes in personal 
circumstances.

Section 03
Rigour: a rigorous process of investigation

Substantial research on multi-dimensional 
sustainability indicators was synthesised in the 
form of an Urban Strategies Diagram that 
addressed dimensions of environmental, 
economic and social sustainability. The 
diagram provided a novel methodological 
analysis tool that was both reflective and 
generative 

– as demonstrated through the design 
exemplar submitted for the competition. The 
team created computer models to visualise the 
shading and solar insolation of different spatial 
configurations before arriving at the final 
design. Peer-review assessment was carried 
out twice during the competition process 
through an international jury (stages 1 and 2, 
with feedback from the jury following both 
stages). In addition to this, further peer-review 
assessment resulted from the submission of 
an academic article for publication.

Section 04 
Significance: effective sharing

The design enquiry aimed for a design 
proposal that was both repeatable and 
scalable in the Faroese context, but also in the 
broader context of the Nordic Countries. The 
stage 1 competition submission was 
shortlisted to the Top 4 and received 
international press coverage (see selected 
press clippings). The development of stage 2 
allowed for involvement with relevant 
stakeholders in the Nordic Countries (via 
public presentations) and contribution to the 
design debate within the regional context in 
co-operation with the other three finalist teams 
(via workshops). 
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Section 04 (continued) 

The reflective critique initiated in stage 2 was 
further extended and redeployed in the format 
of academic debate through the development 
of peer-reviewed conference articles.

•   Living and Sustainability: An Environmental 
Critique of Design and Building Practices, 
Locally and Globally. AMPS, 
Architecture_MPS; London South Bank 
University, 09—10 February, 2017 (see 
appendix 2); 

•   EESAP8: CICA1 Conference . Universidad 
del País Vasco ‐ Euskal Herriko; 
Unibertsitatea, San Sebastián, 05 ‐ 07 July 
2017.

Appendix 1

Architectural Design Portfolio as submitted to 
the Nordic Built Cities Challenge competition 
(June 2016):
Strip Horizon. (Sustainable housing and urban 
place making in extreme climatic conditions: 
Case study in Runavík, Faroe Islands) by 
Paredes Maldonado, M., Miret García, A. & 
Vega Clemente, R.

Appendix 2

Article presented at ‘Living and Sustainability’ 
conference February 2017 (Peer‐reviewed, 
accepted August 2017, published November 
2017)

Appendix 3

Press clippings on ‘Strip Horizon’: Eleven 
Magazine, Bókasavnið við Løkin, Føroyski
portalurin, Runavíkar kommuna

Appendix 4

Relevant email communications.
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SUSTAINABLE HOUSING AND URBAN PLACE MAKING IN 
EXTREME / HARSH NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS   
CASE STUDY IN RUNAVÍK, FAROE ISLANDS 
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INTRODUCTION 

This paper presents a critical reflection on current practices and processes dealing with the design of 

novel, sustainable social housing typologies. The basis for this discussion is a competition proposal for 

a flexible, scalable residential neighbourhood in the municipality of Runavík (Faroe Islands) developed 

by the authors. This project was one of only four finalist entries to the Nordic Built Cities competition, 

a trans-national initiative to leverage multidisciplinary innovation in the development of urban 

environments across the eight Nordic countries. 

 

The Faroese context and the notion of the commons 

The landscape of the project site (and, by extension, of the Faroe Islands) is a product of its geological 

origins. The Faroe Islands are the tip of a mountain range of basalt sheets extending from Ireland to 

Greenland, sculpted by wind erosion and powerful sea currents. Both the layout of the Runavík 

municipality and the competition site stem from the traditional Faroese system of land subdivision. This 

system was based on the distinction between an infield (bøur) where houses and restricted cultivated 

areas would be situated, and the outfield (hagi) where sheep were kept collectively. The outfield 

stretched until it met the borders of the neighbouring villages’ outfields, and was a key asset insofar it 

comprised most of the villages’ land. Critically, the percentage that each person owned of the infield 

dictated the same percentage of their total outfield rights (and therefore of their sheep population)1. 

The status of the competition site had a strong resonance with the notion of the commons –a series of 

shared resources that are collectively managed-. Of particular importance with regards to this project 

was the fact that the commons encompass not only the physical space or resource that is shared, but also 

the social and political structures that are in place to enable shared management and governance2. Such 

an understanding of commonality was instrumental to inform the development of the design proposal. 

As David Harvey points out, publicly available spatial commons are needed to foster a number of critical 

qualities, which in turn define a desirable urban environment. Among those qualities is the availability 

of basic urban services and resources, but also the potential to build new forms of social relations –

therefore constructing, in turn, new categories of public commons-3. However, the management and 

organisation of the commons, particularly with regards to their degree of public accessibility or 
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enclosure, is far from a straightforward matter4. This was also critical in the context of this project due 

to the privileged relationship of the site with the upper outfield commons, as well as its status of 

unplanned public property. The competition provided the opportunity to determine degrees of access 

and enclosure, but also rights of way and spatial continuities. In tune with this, the submitted proposal 

attempted to provide a basis for the practice of what Harvey denominates commoning: the establishment 

of a collective social relationship with a specific aspect of the environment –urban public space and 

landscape in this particular case-. Critically, such relationship was intended to be non-commodified, and 

therefore not governed through the logics of market exchange5.  

 

 

The competition context 

The Nordic Built Cities Challenge6 aimed to foster the development of innovative solutions for liveable, 

smart and sustainable cities. Within this programme, an open competition was run in collaboration with 

the Runavík municipality, with the goal of designing a new residential area in its lower outfield. The 

new development would function as a new boundary area between the outfield and the settlement. A 

critical requirement was achieving a higher population density, hence addressing two recurring issues 

in the Faroe Islands: Limited available land and the effort needed to mould the steep, rocky terrain. The 

competition brief explicitly mandated to address the latter by proposing alternative approaches to the 

established mode of preparation of construction sites, which relies on making very substantial incisions 

in the basalt soil. Further requirements included developing a broader range of dwelling options and 

sizes, as well as proposing a more efficient use of space, which superseded the prevalent urban model 

of private plots with detached single-family houses.    

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. View of Runavik from towards the competition site (top): A nuanced urban image 
for Runavik and its adjoining region 

 

556



 
 
 
 
Living and Sustainability: An Environmental Critique of Design and Building Practices, Locally 
and Globally 
 
AMPS, Architecture_MPS; London South Bank University 

09—10 February, 2017 

 

 

  

THE DESIGN PROPOSAL 

The proposed image for the Runavík site was based on the notion of sitting on the landscape rather than 

obstructing it. An overarching goal was knitting the new urban fabric into the outfield land, as a 

continuation of its natural pattern. Such an image summarised our position with regards, not only to the 

site, but also to the urban landscape of the conurbation of which Runavík is the largest town. In that 

sense, the competition proposal was developed in a holistic manner, so that its impact was reflected at 

the scale of the individual, at the scale of the municipality, and at the scale of the broader context of the 

Faroe Islands. We understood these three domains as being overlapped and intertwined with one another, 

and therefore our design process endeavoured to address all of them simultaneously.  

The design proposition was grounded on a dual geometrical and typological approach, based on the use 

of a strip form factor that would allow for minimal excavation on site. Dwelling units were divided into 

separate modules, aligned into strips and oriented to follow existing lines of maximum slope in the 

terrain. This dramatically minimised the amount of basalt soil excavation. 

 

Designing a community development tool 

This basic approach was developed further to design modalities of collective input into the proposal.  In 

doing so, the proposal was conceptualised as a community development tool, grounded on a modular 

construction system with opportunities for interactive mass customisation –which was considered as a 

fundamental enabler of choice in the context of housing provision7-. Potential residents would be 

prompted to pick a plot and choose within a range of modular spaces. Modules would then be aligned 

into strips and oriented to follow existing lines of maximum slope in the terrain. Each functional module 

required only one single, reduced area of contact with the ground. Therefore, each housing unit would 

be adapted to the sectional profile of its particular plot. Further mass customisation opportunities would 

be enabled by providing a choice of material finishes (Figure 2). 

 

 

Figure 2. The proposal as a community development tool 
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With this in mind, nine base typologies were developed. However, a critical feature of the proposal was 

that variations of these typologies could yield a larger number of different dwellings. This provision of 

variety –facilitated by a collective platform for user choice- was considered critical in the development 

of the design proposal, insofar it was identified as an enabler of community identity8. Moreover, the 

establishment of an open design system via mass customisation attempted to address the contemporary 

criticism directed towards past excesses of mass production in the context of housing provision –

particularly with regards to the use of prefabricated concrete structures-9. Individual houses were laid 

out together in lines of four to seven units, forming strips that follow lines of maximum slope in the site 

to facilitate minimal excavation, often running in parallel to existing water streams in order to minimise 

any disruptions to the natural profile of the terrain. The competition submission laid out a possible 

outcome for this system, considering how it could be deployed throughout the totality of the site by 

responding to conditions such as the local variations in slope or the location of the main road. This 

procedure enabled both diversity and individual customisation. Moreover, it helped construct a 

distinctive urban image, where strips provided a form of urbanity that combined continuity with 

porosity.  

              

 

Figure 3. Adaptation to the natural profile of the terrain 

 

The resulting urban image contrasted with the less structured landscape of detached houses and private 

plots that is prevalent in Runavík. This facilitated a gradation of public and private spaces while 

simultaneously fostering a sense of density, community and collective ownership. It should be noted 

that the proposal was strongly informed by Peter Marcuse’s defence of non-commodified housing, 

particularly with regards to the development of housing initiatives with a prevalent public share10. In 

tune with this, our masterplan proposal attempted to maximise public land tenure. Marcuse’s work 

explicitly acknowledged that people do not only occupy buildings, but also neighbourhoods and 

communities. All these locations constitute a web of relations within the social fabric, therefore linking 

housing to other public domains such as that of the urban commons11. 
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Urban place making 

The proposed Master Plan allowed for 95 dwellings of different sizes to be built on the site (see Figure 

4). Compared to current averages, this layout provided a significant increase in built density. This was 

not only helpful from an environmental sustainability perspective, but also promoted interaction and 

encounters between people, hence facilitating increased social sustainability12. With regards to the latter, 

an explicit design goal was developing a walkable neighbourhood, where pedestrian priority would be 

encouraged13. Car access was intentionally minimized: One single-track road following the lines of 

minimum slope provided car access and parking places to the entire site, and connected to the existing 

road infrastructure. A number of linear pedestrian pathways defined fully accessible routes with 

minimum changes in slope to most houses. This additional network of stepped walkways provided quick 

connections to the main pedestrian flat paths. Such configuration promoted pedestrian priority within 

the whole neighbourhood while simultaneously minimising terrain excavation -as illustrated in Figure 

4. Moreover, the network of shared pedestrian pathways facilitated casual encounters among 

neighbours, therefore fostering a sense of communality. This layout reflected an interest in developing 

yet another quality identified as an enabler of a sense of identity in urban housing: the permeability of 

public spaces –in the sense that they provide an abundance of potential linkages and thus facilitate public 

choice in terms of circulation-14.  

 

 

  

Figure 4. Masterplan configuration: Walkability and Commonality - 1. Main motor vehicle 
access road and parking spots; 2. Pedestrian access platforms; 3. Private plots and 

gardens; 4. Public space and common grounds 
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Individual access to each house was granted through its north facade, ensuring privacy in all the south 

aspects. Each dwelling included a private garden which ran alongside it south facade, providing access 

to tool and storage rooms at ground floor level. More importantly, each garden was open to the 

untouched landscape and water streams, which shaped the main public spaces of the submitted proposal. 

This general configuration attempted to facilitate Walkability and Commonality while also addressing 

some of the shortcomings identified in the design of modern social housing neighbourhoods, such as the 

excessive intricacy of layouts, the abrupt separation of vehicles and pedestrians –thus reducing visibility 

and therefore diminishing perceived safety-, the lack of allowances for public transportation links, and 

the failure to provide amenities within walking distance-15. 

The masterplan design maintained as much untouched landscape as possible while promoting 

uninterrupted connections between the municipality of Runavík and the open outfield uphill. In tune 

with the explicit ethos of fostering the public commons, unrestricted circulation through public grounds 

in the site was granted to the community of Runavik. Seizing this allowance of communal land, and 

tapping into the established link between the quantity and range of outdoor activities and the global 

quality of public space16, a substantial provision of such activities was concentrated on the site. These 

included flat playgrounds -located on the sunnier central spots- and spaces allocated for collective 

gardening. Moreover, collective covered spaces –intended to perform as meeting places for nearby 

neighbours- were developed where pedestrian pathways crossed underneath housing strips, attempting 

to strike a design balance between facilitating access from individual units while avoiding being 

perceived as ‘divorced from the ground’17. The provision of opportunities for planned and unplanned 

encounters and social interaction was considered a key aspiration of the design. The encouragement of 

both walking and open space activity was instrumental to the development of a diverse, balanced 

community, with potential for mutual support, surveillance and learning from diverse people. It should 

be noted that the design of higher-density housing developments has often been criticised for including 

large amounts of communal -yet unformed- green space that lowers the overall density level below that 

of detached housing neighbourhoods18. In that sense, our design of open space attempted to find a 

balance between achieving a higher built density than the average in Runavík –thanks to the strip form 

factor- and providing a ratio of green space that is generous yet manageable while also facilitating 

various modes of ownership and appropriation. 

 

 

Figure 5. Detail of housing strips, private plots and common grounds 
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Designing and building for environmental sustainability 

As a fundamental environmental strategy, strips served as barriers from the prevailing northern winds19, 

sheltering the southern facades of the dwellings. Furthermore, all 95 dwellings enjoyed a south-facing 

main aspect. Full direct sunlight penetration from south facade openings into all rooms was guaranteed, 

thanks to the narrow form factor of the strips. Finally, the general layout prevented strips from casting 

shadows over one another, even in the worst-case scenarios. The proposed strip layout provided 

permeable boundaries due to their low contact ratio with the terrain, avoiding disruptions to the 

development of local fauna and flora20. Voids underneath each house were envisioned as productive 

spaces that articulated an intermediate area between the inside and the outside. These voids could be 

used as sheltered play spaces, garden extensions, work spaces, connections with lower storage and tool 

rooms. Such configuration helped define the spatial domain of each dwelling without formally enclosing 

it or restricting access to and between common grounds. In doing so, the proposal attempted to find a 

suitable balance between collective and individual solicitations. 

 

 
Figure 6. Assembly of modules 

 

With regards to the development of the modular system, environmental sustainability was achieved by 

minimising its impact on the environment during its all life cycle. Therefore, we proposed using 

prefabricated timber room modules, dimensioned according to the restrictions of road transport, 
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manufactured at local factories and assembled on site (see Figure 6). This contributed to minimise the 

impact of the construction works in the surrounding environment21. Due to the high load-bearing 

capabilities of the basalt bedrock and the need to keep excavations to a minimum, modules transmitted 

loads through direct supports into superficial foundations cast in situ. This simple system minimised not 

only terrain excavation, but also structural requirements.                   

The material palette used on the exterior of the houses fulfilled a dual function. On the one hand, it 

addressed the existing social and environmental landscape by using materials coming from (or produced 

at) the Faroe Islands. On the other hand, the material choice allowed for a high degree of customization 

in each house, therefore fostering a sense of individual identity within the broader community.  

Further to this, global passive and active design strategies were implemented in order to minimise energy 

consumption. This was of particular importance, since the harsh climatic conditions of the Faroe Islands 

often pose energy demands that can hardly be met using renewable sources only. Therefore, design 

passive strategies were incorporated to make dwelling units self-sufficient in terms of both heating and 

electricity demands. These energy-saving measures were extracted from a number of studies carried out 

at those latitudes that demonstrated that it is possible to build typical single-family houses with a 

minimal energy consumption without problems concerning building technology or economy22 and 

included extensive use of the southern orientation and its subsequent passive solar gains, a thermal 

bridge-free design using much higher levels of insulation and airtightness than normal to reduce heat 

loss, and green roofs23. Active Design strategies included fulfilling the energy needs of the new 

neighbourhood through a combination of geothermal heat and wind power via connection to the existing 

wind-powered grid, and developing an efficient system for both ventilation and heat energy recovery. 

Finally, modules were designed with disassembly and reutilisation at the end of their life cycle in mind24. 

 

THE AFFORDANCES AND LIMITATIONS OF SUSTAINABLE DESIGN ENDEAVOURS 

Our competition proposal for Runavík provided a comprehensive set of rules that addressed 

Sustainability from Environmental, Economic and Social perspectives. Within this global set of 

aspirations, a number of sub-categories were identified: Green Design strategies, Walkability, 

Compactness, Connectivity, Resilience and Diversity. As shown in the Urban Strategies diagram (Figure 

7), addressing each sub-category posed specific design goals and constrains.  

 

 

Figure 7. Urban Strategies diagram 
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In most cases, goals and constrains pertaining to one sub-category were also linked to other sub-

categories. For example, and as shown in Figure 8, addressing Walkability through public pedestrian 

walkways also facilitated Compactness by creating shared public spaces were activities could be 

concentrated. This, in turn, leveraged Connectivity through the overlapping of those activities, 

ultimately leading to a flexible scheme where customisation and expansion were facilitated by the 

density and openness of the public space network. Such flexibility was also instrumental to the fulfilment 

of the Resilience goal. As this example illustrates, the submitted design proposal emerged out of a 

process of strategic negotiation, which attempted to articulate the most suitable balance between many 

different solicitations. 

 

 
 

Figure 8. Detail of Urban Strategies Diagram, focusing on the design relationships between 
Walkability, Compactness, Connectedness and Resilience established by our proposal 

In tune with the above goals and constrains, design development focused initially on the scale of the site 

and its immediate local context. However, and in keeping with the aspirations of comprehensiveness, 

innovation and exportability posed by the Nordic Built Cities Challenge, our proposal also attempted to 

identify a wider set of regional scale strategies that were of particular importance to its implementation. 

On the one hand, these strategies would allow for the new neighbourhood in Runavík to thrive and 

become a landmark of sustainable urbanisation at regional level. On the other hand, they would also 

allow us to successfully redeploy it as a repeatable urban scheme in other instances of steep terrain 

throughout the Faroe Islands.  

In formulating these regional-scale strategies, some limitations of the competition brief and its 

overarching regulatory framework were highlighted: As shown in the bottom row of the Urban 

Strategies diagram (Figure 7) all strategies required external resources as a condition to facilitate the 

fulfilment of the environmental, economic and social sustainability goals. A critical example of this had 

to do with the enforcement of pedestrian priority criteria and the discouragement of car traffic to leverage 

Walkability. In order to fulfil this goal, additional public transport provision needs to be in place. 

Another example is that of the additional provision of public services like nurseries and primary schools, 

especially considering that young families are one of the most important target groups for the new 

housing development. The provision of such resources fell within the domain of municipal and regional 

bodies, requiring substantial mutual awareness and trans-scalar co-ordination among institutions. In 

practice, though, it has been noted that the relevant agents tend to lack an integrated approach, and may 

often enforce policies that actually ‘pull in different directions’25. 
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Our reflection –summarised in the Urban Strategies diagram (Figures 7 and 8)-  suggested that such co-

ordinated provision could not be developed on an ad hoc basis, but rather needed to be articulated as a 

comprehensive, trans-scalar policy. Whereas such policy should have the provision of alternative forms 

of housing at its core, it would also need to incorporate the regulatory and the infrastructural frameworks 

required to implement it within a more sustainable urban model. In doing so, the provision of housing 

would not become a burden for the existing urban setting, but rather constitute a transformative action 

towards a truly sustainable, context-sensitive built environment.  

Further reflection on the regulatory framework surrounding the competition would lead us to interrogate 

its legal and economic development model, which was not fully defined at the time of the competition. 

In lieu of a specific development framework, the municipality of Runavík expected that private 

developers and the newly created Faroese Housing Association would be interested in undertaking all 

or part of the project. It must be noted that this was, historically, one of the very first attempts to build 

denser residential neighbourhoods using non-detached housing typologies in the Faroe Islands (one 

earlier, not very successful development had already been built in the fringes of Torshavn, the Faroese 

capital). As a result of this, the proposal submitted by our team was praised for its innovativeness, but 

also met with substantial reservations with regards to its marketability26.  

As a conclusion to this reflection, it could be argued that both the competition and the development of 

the four finalist proposals were a remarkably successful pilot initiative for sustainable design innovation. 

However, and considering the complexity of scalar, infrastructural and regulatory frameworks that is 

involved in the development of urban design processes27, we should also acknowledge that, in spite of 

its transformative ambition and its aspirations of repeatability, this particular initiative operated within 

a comparatively restricted domain –more so considering that not all stakeholders had been identified at 

the time of launching the competition-. Because of this, further development of the project will 

necessarily have to take place on an ad hoc basis, therefore curtailing the potential of future schemes to 

articulate a truly sustainable urban model.  
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9 Linsey Hanley, Estates. An Intimate History (London: Granta, 2007). pp. 105-106 

10 Peter Marcuse and David Madden, In Defense of Housing (London: Verso, 2016). pp 201-203 

In Marcuse’s case the strategies suggested to achieve this do not just focus on the modification of current 

financial and ownership regimes –which are beyond the already broadened scope of our proposed intervention- 

but also on the expansion of public housing initiatives. Whereas allocating quotas of public and private tenure was 

outside the framework of the competition, the planning stage was undertaken under public initiative, hence 

providing multiple opportunities for expanding the public commons.  

11 Marcuse and Madden. pp. 198 

12 Hugh. Barton, Sustainable Communities : The Potential for Eco-Neighbourhoods (Earthscan, 2000). pp. 110. 

13 R. Fishman, ‘The Open and the Enclosed. Shifting Paradigms in Modern Urban Design’, in Companion to 

Urban Design, ed. by Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris and Tridib. Banerjee (Routledge, 2011), pp. 30–40. 

14 Watson and Bentley. pp. 236 

15 Lisa McKenzie, Getting By. Estates, Class and Culture in Austerity Britain (Bristol: Policy Press, 2015). pp. 37-

38 

16 Jan Gehl, ‘Three Types of Outdoor Activities; Outdoor Activities and Quality of Outdoor Space’, in Urban 

Design Reader, ed. by Matthew. Carmona and Steven. Tiesdell (Elsevier, 2007), pp. 143–46. 

17 Hanley. pp. 115 

18 Hanley. pp. 103 

19 G. Tibke, ‘Basic Principles of Wind Erosion Control’, Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment, 22 (1988), 103–

22. 

J. Aase and J. Pikul, ‘Terrace Formation in Cropping Strips Protected by Tall Wheatgrass Barriers’, Journal of Soil 

and Water Conservation, 50.1 (1995), 110–12. 

20 J. Thompson and K. Sorving, Sustainable Landscape Construction: A Guide to Green Buiding Outdoors (Island 

Press, 2007). 

21 S. Kiean and J. Timberlake, Refabricating Architecture (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2003). 

22 H. Tommerup, J. Rose and S. Svendsen, ‘Energy-Efficient Houses Built according to the Energy Performance 

Requirements Introduced in Denmark in 2006’, Energy and Buildings, 39.10 (2007), 1123–30. 

B. Tomshen, J.M. Guerrero and P.B. Thøgersen, ‘Faroe Islands Wind-Powered Space Heating Microgrid Using 

Self-Excited 220-kW Induction Generator’, IEEE Transactions on Sustainable Energy, 5.4 (2014), 1361–66. 

M.-A. Knudstrup, H.T. Hansen and C. Brunsgaard, ‘Approaches to the Design of Sustainable Housing with Low 

CO2 Emission in Denmark’, Renewable Energy, 34.9 (2009), 2007–15.  

23 K.L. Getter and D.B. Rowe, ‘The Role of Extensive Green Roofs in Sustainable Development’, HortScience, 

41.5 (2006), 1276–85. 

24 C. Thormark, Recycling Potencial and Design for Disassembly in Buildings (Lund Institute of Technology, 

2001). pp. 192. 

25 Barton. pp. 246-247 

26 A more conventional housing block proposal, developed by a large Danish office, ended up being chosen as 

the winning entry. Among other qualities, the winning proposal went through great effort to provide a reassuring 

typological image, which both developers and the public could recognise as a traditional block of flats distributed 
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around a central courtyard. This option was regarded by the jury as the most palatable from the point of view of 

both real estate development and public acceptance.  

27 Matthew. Carmona, ‘Decoding Design Guidance’, in Companion to Urban Design, ed. by Tridib. Banerjee and 

Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris (Routledge, 2011), pp. 288–303. 
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Appendix 3: Press clippings on ‘Strip Horizon’:  

1. Eleven Magazine (Architecture and Design online journal, Accessed 29/08/2016) 
2. Bókasavnið við Løkin (Faroese Newspaper, Accessed 25/03/2016) 
3. Føroyski portalurin (Faroese News Portal, Accessed 25/03/2016) 
4. Runavíkar kommuna (Official Facebook Account, Runavik council, Accessed 

29/08/2016) 
5. Edinburgh College of Art News, Accessed 25/30/2016 
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find  innovative  and  multidisciplinary  solutions  to  six  urban
challenges in the Nordic Countries.

Cuartoymitad’s entry, nicknamed Strip Horizon, proposed an

inventive approach to building 95 residential units on a steep

terrain in Runavík (Faroe Islands), where the council is interested

in developing sustainable building typologies that minimise

excavation of the construction site and reduce the need for

cumbersome infrastructure.

Strip Horizon operates with a series of functional modules that are

slightly elevated and have minimal contact with the ground, hence

dramatically reducing the amount of basalt soil excavation and

conforming to the natural slope of the area. Cuartoymitad have

developed their proposal as an open system, allowing prospective

residents to tailor the spatial configuration of their own homes by

picking their preferred combination of plot location, functional

modules and range of exterior finishes. The proposal creates a

distinctive urban image of elongated strips, contrasting with the

less structured landscape of detached houses and private plots

that is prevalent in Runavík. Cuartoymitad has also endeavoured

to design a walkable neighbourhood, were buildings do not

interfere with the dramatic features of the existing landscape, and
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casual interactions between people are promoted as means to

enhance social sustainability.

The Jury, which included senior partners from Henning Larsen

Architects and Jan Gehl Architects, said ‘Strip Horizon has a

beautiful structure as it clings to the mountains and mimics the

mountain’s structure and the course of the rivers and streams. The

structure is generous in its regards for the existing buildings,

below the site, and their views and access to the mountains’

In total, four international teams were selected as finalists for the

Faroese site.
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Cuartoymitad  Architecture  &  Landscape is an award-winning

practice, led by partners Ana Miret, Miguel Paredes and Ruth Vega.

Their work has been published and exhibited internationally (most

notably at the 11th Venice Biennale). Recently finished projects

include the conversion of an eighteenth-century fortress in

Santoña (Spain) into the Monte Buciero Museum, and the spatial
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Madrid.

Courtesy of Cuartoymitad Architecture & Landscape


63
    

0

http://www.eleven-magazine.com/login/?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eleven-magazine.com%2F2016%2F08%2F02%2Fnordic-built-cities-challenge%2F
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=556341&v=2562&q=270931&r=257419
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=564147&v=3637&q=274965&r=257419
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=249942&v=3329&q=120215&r=257419
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=480453&v=1238&q=232811&r=257419
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=507741&v=5917&q=247383&r=257419
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=566499&v=2515&q=92299&r=257419
http://www.cuartoymitad.es/
http://www.eleven-magazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Cuartoymitad_Strip-Horizon_View-towards-playgrounds-and-landscape-strips.jpg
http://www.eleven-magazine.com/2016/08/02/nordic-built-cities-challenge/?share=facebook&nb=1
http://www.eleven-magazine.com/2016/08/02/nordic-built-cities-challenge/?share=twitter&nb=1
http://www.eleven-magazine.com/2016/08/02/nordic-built-cities-challenge/?share=google-plus-1&nb=1
http://www.eleven-magazine.com/2016/08/02/nordic-built-cities-challenge/?share=linkedin&nb=1
http://www.eleven-magazine.com/2016/08/02/nordic-built-cities-challenge/?share=email&nb=1


25/03/2016 Framsýning: 20 arkitektatekningar á bókasavninum. | Bókasavnið við Løkin |

http://lokin.fo/tidindi/framsyning20arkitektatekningarabokasavninum/ 1/4

Fólkabókasavnið »

Skúlabókasavnið

Tíðindi

Samband

Framsýning: 20 arkitekta-tekningar á
bókasavninum.

 on februar 3 |  in Tíðindi |  by Svend |  with No Comments

4 uppskot eru komin víðari í Nordic Built
Cities Runavík kappingini.

Ein dómsnevnd hevur valt tey fýra uppskotini, sum skulu kappast

um at vinna kappingina Nordic Built Cities Runavík.

Seinasta summar vann Runavíkar Kommuna rættin at umboða

Føroyar í Nordic Built Cities kappingini. Avbjóðingin, sum teir

luttakandi arkitektarnir skuldu loysa vegna Runavíkar Kommunu,

snúi seg um kendu føroysku avbjóðingina – hvussu vit frægast

Kalendari

Avlýst – Andarúm –

jazzkonsert 26. mars

7 dage ago | Ingen

kommentarer

Sambinding – altjóða

bindiklubbi 31. mars, kl

19.00-21.00

11 dage ago | Ingen

kommentarer

Leita í grunnum

Vitja okkum á

Facebook

http://lokin.fo/
http://lokin.fo/folkabokasavnid/
http://lokin.fo/skulabokasavnid/
http://lokin.fo/category/tidindi/
http://lokin.fo/samband/
http://lokin.fo/tidindi/framsyning-20-arkitekta-tekningar-a-bokasavninum/
http://lokin.fo/category/tidindi/
http://lokin.fo/author/admin/
http://lokin.fo/category/tiltok/
http://lokin.fo/tiltok/andarum-jazzkonsert-26-mars-kl-19-00/
http://lokin.fo/tiltok/andarum-jazzkonsert-26-mars-kl-19-00/
http://lokin.fo/tiltok/andarum-jazzkonsert-26-mars-kl-19-00/#respond
http://lokin.fo/tiltok/sambinding-altjoda-bindiklubbi-annan-hvonn-hosdag/
http://lokin.fo/tiltok/sambinding-altjoda-bindiklubbi-annan-hvonn-hosdag/
http://lokin.fo/tiltok/sambinding-altjoda-bindiklubbi-annan-hvonn-hosdag/#respond
http://fao.elibdrift.dk/fao-floki
http://bokasavn.fo/
https://www.bbs.fo/
http://www.flb.fo/ebi/


25/03/2016 Framsýning: 20 arkitektatekningar á bókasavninum. | Bókasavnið við Løkin |

http://lokin.fo/tidindi/framsyning20arkitektatekningarabokasavninum/ 2/4
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20 uppskot komu inn í heyst – úr Føroyum, Norðurlondum og
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í samstarvi við hinar norðurlendsku stjórnirnar og Norðurlendska
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stýring av Nordic Built Cities skipanini, m.a. Nordic Built Cities

kappingini.
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The Nordic Built Cities Challenge is a series of competitions to find innovative and
multidisciplinary solutions to six urban challenges.

Cuartoymitad, a company founded by Miguel Paredes (Lecturer in Architectural
Design at Edinburgh College of Art), Ana Miret and Ruth Vega, has been
shortlisted in this year’s Vertical Challenge, to build innovative and sustainable family
homes on a steep site on the Faroe Islands.

The team behind the competition entry includes Anastasia Leonovich, who is
currently in her fourth year of an MA in Architecture at ECA, and 2015 MArch
graduate Vsevolod Kondratiev-Popov, now a Design Skills Tutor at the College.

We talk to them about how they got involved in Strip Horizon: one of only four
projects to be selected from 20 entries in the Vertical Challenge category…

Anastasia: “I first met Miguel during the second year of my MA undergraduate
degree in Architecture. I particularly enjoyed his Architectural Design tutorials and
found his comments on design extremely inspirational.

When I came back from my third year, which I spent abroad, I was looking for some
professional experience and asked if Miguel was looking for a spare pair of hands.
He invited me to join the Cuartoymitad team on the Nordic Built Cities
competition entry.

First, I created a 3D model in Rhinoceros based on the team’s plans and sections.
Then, I edited and updated the model as the design developed. Finally, I used the
digital 3D model to produce axonometric drawings that illustrated the arrangement
of a housing unit”.

Vsevolod: “I was applying for a job when Miguel saw my portfolio. He liked the
visual style my colleague and I had developed for our Master of Architecture
portfolio and wanted to pick up on some of its aspects for Nordic Built Cities. He
contacted me about producing some similar material for the competition.

Like Anastasia, I have produced a model and visualisations of the scheme; my work
particularly focuses on Strip Horizon’s integration into the steep and rugged
landscape of the Faroe Islands”.

What did you enjoy most about the experience, and why?

Anastasia: “The competition has helped me gain experience in the field of
architecture and collaborate with professionals on a design project.

I enjoyed working in a team and witnessing the different processes involved. I found
it extremely exciting to be able to contribute my opinion and thoughts on the
design proposal and see those thoughts being taken into consideration.”

Vsevolod: “Miguel is a good architect to work for, explaining the specific task in
relation to the whole submission. This ensures that everyone's priorities are aligned
and the team works well together, even at distance”.

Miguel Paredes teaches 3rd and 4th year Architectural Design on our BA/MA
programme, is a PhD supervisor, and contributes to our MSc in Material Practice.

Cuartoymitad are now working on the second stage of the competition, the results of
which will be announced by the Municipality of Runavík in June 2016.

This article was published on 26/02/2016
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Appendix 4: Relevant email announcements 

 

27/01/2016 

Dear Miguel 

First of all, thank you for the contribution of "44375 - Strip Horizon".  

The jury has chosen your proposal as one of the four finalists to continue in the 
second stage of the NBCC Runavík competition. 

The announcement of the outcome of the first stage will be on the 3'rd of February 
and further details regarding the announcement will come in the coming days. 

Also, comments from the jury will be forwarded, which clarifies what to work on, in 
the second stage. 

Have a nice day! 

Vinarliga/ Med venlig hilsen/ Best regards 

Janus Trúgvason 

Verkfrøðingur 
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