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In the past few years cri  cisms have been levelled at the restric  on of high-ranking or low-ranking “scribe”, 
secretary, copyist or calligrapher to produce or reproduce texts. Thus, recent studies have focused on 
evidence of scribal ac  vity in the wri  ng and transmission of knowledge in tangible media, more signifi cantly 
manuscripts. There is a great merit in these claims but there are some diffi  cul  es. Neither the Late An  que 
nor the medieval Islamic worlds should be considered homogeneous. They consisted of a diverse set of 
cultures, religions and socie  es where Arabs, mawlâs (non-Arab Muslim converts) and dhimmis co-existed. 
There may be similari  es in concept but there are likely to be diff erences in prac  ces due to regional 
tradi  ons. Trade connec  ons and exchange also created fl uidity in the construc  on of knowledge. When 
knowledge and wri  ng are juxtaposed from across the Empire, they suggest very diff erent direc  ons for 
research in specifi c  me and space. In addi  on one can iden  fy linguis  c, poli  cal, administra  ve, legal, 
historical and geographic categories of knowledge whose poten  al is triggered by certain needs and values. 
In the majority of cases, the cra   of wri  ng was merely used as a state-sponsored tool of control. The 
contact between diff erent social and cultural groups resul  ng in the transmission of ideas leads one to a 
number of ques  ons that might be asked. Was knowledge constructed only via patrons, via makers or via 
both patrons and makers? Was it constructed through social pressure? To what extent was the process of 
transmission via wri  ng a representa  on of available knowledge? How does this knowledge appear in the 
terminology and tone of wri  ng? Posi  ng these ques  ons in the context of Late An  quity and Medieval 
Islam from al-Andalus through North Africa, Egypt, and Syria to Iraq, Persia and Bactria as far afi eld as 
Turfan and Ethiopia, the workshop will address linguis  c (lexical and gramma  cal), poli  cal, rhetoric, legal 
and religious classes of knowledge. By focusing on the rela  onships between the processes of composing, 
copying, transcoding, archiving, the “construc  on of meaning” and the transmission and recep  on of 
scribal lore within the core of society, it off ers a diff erent perspec  ve on the treatment of scribal prac  ces.  
This workshop is organised by Myriam Wissa in the context of her Leverhulme funded research project 
“Bridging Religious Diff erence in a Mul  cultural Eastern Mediterranean Society: Communi  es of Ar  sans 
and their Commercial Networks in Egypt from Jus  nian to the ‘Abbasids (6th-10th centuries)”undertaken in 
co-opera  on with Hugh Kennedy. The project seeks to study various trades. “Arabs, mawlâs and dhimmis. 
Scribal prac  ces and the social construc  on of knowledge in Late An  quity and Medieval Islam” will bring 
together scholars of Late An  que, early and medieval Islamic history and linguis  cs. Arabists as well as 
an Egyptologist, a Hi   tologist, a Second Temple’s Jewish historian and a Byzan  nist are concerned with 
defi ning more clearly how wri  en knowledge was constructed and accessed within elite (al-khāssa) and 
non-elite (al-‘Amma) communi  es and how scribal prac  ces converged from al-Andalus to Khurasan.

Wednesday 11 December 2013
Morning session

10.00-10.30               Welcome and Registra  on

10.30-10.35  Opening 
                                            Anne Pauwels (Dean Faculty of Languages and Cultures, SOAS, University of London, UK)

10.35-10.45 Introductory remarks 
                                     Hugh Kennedy (SOAS, University of London, UK)
                                     Geoff rey Khan (University of Cambridge, UK) 
                                     Myriam Wissa (SOAS, University of London, UK)

10.45-11.45 SESSION 1:  Deconstruc  ng “Scribe”, exploring scribal lore and script in Ancient Egypt,
                                     Mesopotamia and Anatolia
  
                                     Chair: Andrew George

10.45-11.15     Wri  ng prac  ces, people and materials in Egypt to the fi rst millennium BC
                                     Stephen Quirke (Petrie Museum of Egyp  an Archaeology, UCL London, UK)

11.15-11.45               The construc  on of meaning on the cuneiform periphery
                                     Mark Weeden (SOAS, University of London, UK)
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11.45-12.00 Tea/Coff ee

12.00-13.30 SESSION 2: The social context of wri  ng, transcoding and transmi   ng knowledge in
                                     Judeo-Chris  an, Mandaean, Syriac, Cop  c, La  n, Judeo-Arabic, and Arabic tradi  ons

                                     Chair: Sebas  an Brock  

12.00-12.30 Scribal Features in the Rabbinic Concept of Canon 
                                     Timothy Lim (University of Edinburgh, UK)

                                     Chair: François Déroche

12.30-13.00 The social context to scribal prac  ce at the end of Late An  quity
                                     Peter Sarris (University of Cambridge, UK)

13.00-13.30 Transmi   ng texts from La  n to Arabic. A Chris  an culture at risk at the heart of the
                                     Islamic rule in al-Andalus
                                     Juan-Pedro Monferrer-Sala (University of Cordoba, Spain)

13.30-14.30        Lunch (provided for the speakers and chairs only in Common Room)

A  ernoon session    SESSION 2 (con  nued)

                                     Chair: Christopher Lucas

14.30-15.00  Social construc  on of knowledge or intra-communal concerns? Scribal prac  ces in
                                     the Cop  c-Arabic and Chris  an-Arabic colophons of medieval Islamic Egypt 
                                     (10th-13th centuries)
                                     Myriam Wissa (SOAS, University of London, UK)

15.00-15.30 Scribal prac  ce in the Jewish community of Medieval Egypt
                                    Esther- Miriam Wagner (University of Cambridge, UK)

                                     Chair: Hugh Kennedy

15.30-16.00 Arabic documents from the early Islamic period
                                     Geoff rey Khan (University of Cambridge, UK)

16.00-16.30 Scribal tradi  on and the transmission of Syriac literature in Late An  quity 
                                     and early Islam
                                     Sebas  an Brock (University of Oxford, UK)

16.30-16.45 Tea/Coff ee

                                     Chair: Sebas  an Brock

16.45-17.15 Turfan Manuscripts: the Syriac tradi  on
                                     Erica Hunter (SOAS, University of London UK)

17.15-17.45        Incanta  on texts in Mandaic Script as witnesses to the Mandaean scriptures
                                     Charles Häberl (Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, USA)

Thursday 12 December 2013 
Morning session

10.30-11.30 SESSION 3: Scribes, illuminators and manuscripts: the Syriac, Cop  c and 
                                     Ethiopian tradi  ons

                                     Chair: Juan-Pedro Monferrer-Sala 

10.30-11.00 Art of Syriac and Cop  c Manuscripts at the Time of Medieval Islam and Beyond:
                                     scribes, illuminators and painters at work 
                                     Ewa Balicka-Witakowska (University of Uppsala, Sweden)



                                     Chair: Myriam Wissa

11.00-11.30 Archaic Ethiopic Collec  ons (Mul  ple Text Manuscripts)
                                     Alessandro Bausi (University of Hamburg, Germany)

11.30-11.45       Tea/Coff ee

11.45-12.45 SESSION 4: Scribal prac  ces and the transmission of historical knowledge amongst
                                     Arabs, mawlâs and dhimmis

                                     Chair: Geoff rey Khan

11.45-12.15 Scribal prac  ces among the Chris  ans and Muslims: A comparison between 
                                     Qurra b. Sharik and Henanisho’s le  ers (1st century AH)
                                     Mathieu Tillier (Ifpo, Beyrouth)

12.15-12.45 The caliph, his mawlâ and the mushaf 
                                     François Déroche (EPHE- Paris, France)

12.45-13.45        Lunch (provided for the speakers and chairs only in Common Room)

A  ernoon session    SESSION 4 (con  nued)

                                     Chair: Hugh Kennedy

13.45-14.15 Mawali in the diwan al-rasa’il in the Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid periods
                                     Andrew Marsham (University of Edinburgh, UK)

14.15-14.45 Umayyad Clientage and Egyp  an Historical Knowledge: A First Look at the Affi  lia  ons
                                     of a Local Early Islamic Historiography
                                     Edward Coghill (University of Chicago, USA)

                                     Chair: Andrew Marsham

14.45-15.15 The le  er of the law: legal documents, le  ers and religious texts from Bactria 
                                     Arezou Azad (University of Oxford, UK)

15.15-15.30       Tea/Coff ee

                                     SESSION 5: The prac  ce of archiving

                                     Chair: Doris Behrens-Abouseif
 
15.30-16.00 Archival prac  ces in Medieval Egypt and Syria
                                     Konrad Hirschler (SOAS, University of London, UK)

16.00-16.15 Concluding Remarks
                                     Geoff rey Khan

16.15-16.50 Speakers roundtable fi nal discussion panel with

                                     Hugh Kennedy, Myriam Wissa, Doris Behrens-Abouseif, Arezou Azad, 
                                     Ewa Balicka-Witakowska, Alessandro Bausi, Sebas  an Brock, Edward Coghill, 
                                     François Déroche, Andrew George, Charles Häberl, Konrad Hirschler, Erica Hunter, 
                                     Geoff rey Khan, Timothy Lim, Christopher Lucas, Andrew Marsham, 
                                     Juan-Pedro Monferrer-Sala, Stephen Quirke, Peter Sarris, Mathieu Tillier, 
                                     Mark Weeden, Esther-Miriam Wagner

16.50-17.00        Closing address
                                     Hugh Kennedy and Myriam Wissa

17.00        Recep  on/Drinks


