
Supplementary Table 1: Synonyms for Acute Medical Unit 

Acute Medical Assessment Unit 

Acute Medical Admissions Unit 

Acute Assessment Unit 

Acute Admissions Unit 

Acute Planning Unit 

Acute Medical Ward 

Acute Medical Receiving Ward 

Acute Medical Care 

Combined Admissions Unit 

Combined Assessment Unit 

Clinical Decisions Unit 

Early Assessment Medical Unit 

Emergency Admissions Unit 

Immediate Care Unit 

Medical Assessment Unit 

Medical Admissions Unit 

Medical Assessment Planning Unit 

Medical Emergency Departments 

Rapid Intensive Observation 

Rapid Assessment Medical Unit 

Urgency Medicine 

  



Supplementary Table 2: Medline search strategy 

1.  (acute adj2 medical adj2 unit).ti,ab 

2.  (acute adj2 medical adj2 assessment adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

3.  (medical adj2 assessment adj2 planning adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

4.  (acute adj2 assessment adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

5.  (acute adj2 medical adj2 ward*).ti,ab. 

6.  (acute adj2 planning adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

7.  (rapid adj2 assessment adj2 medical adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

8.  (early adj2 assessment adj2 medical adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

9.  (acute adj2 admission* adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

10.  (acute adj2 medical adj2 admission* adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

11.  (medical adj2 assess* adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

12.  (acute adj2 medical adj2 care).ti,ab. 

13.  (immediate adj2 care adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

14.  (urgency adj2 medicine).ti,ab. 

15.  (rapid adj2 intensive adj2 observation).ti,ab. 

16.  (medical adj2 admission* adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

17.  (clinical adj2 decision adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

18.  (decision adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

19.  (emergency adj2 admission* adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

20.  (medical adj2 emergency adj2 department*).ti,ab. 

21.  "medical emergency department".ti,ab. 

22.  (combined adj2 admission* adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

23.  (combined adj2 assessment adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

24.  (acute adj2 medicine adj2 unit*).ti,ab. 

25.  (acute adj2 medical adj2 receiving adj2 ward*).ti,ab 

26.  1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 

or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 

27.  (infant or pediatr$ or paediatr$ or childr$ or childh$ or neonat$).ti,ab. 

28.  26 not 27 



29.  Limit 28 to English language 

30.  limit 29 to yr="1995 -Current" 

31.  limit 30 to (comment or editorial or letter or interview or news or 

newspaper article) 

32.  30 not 31 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Supplementary Table 3: Criteria used for quality assessment of observational studies 

 Component Stratification 

Methods Study design 2 = Presents key elements of study design early in the paper 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not  

Setting  2 = Describes the setting, location, dates, exposure, follow up and data collection 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not  

Participants 2 = Gives the eligibility criteria, the sources and methods of selection of participants 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Variables 2 = Clearly defines all outcomes, exposures, predictors, potential confounders, and effect modifiers 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Data sources/ 

measurement 

2 = For each variable of interest, gives sources of data and details methods of assessment (measurement). Describe comparability of 

assessment methods if there is more than one group.  

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Bias 2 = Describes any efforts to address potential sources of bias 



1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Study size 2 = Explains how the study size was arrived at 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Statistical methods 2 = Describes all statistical methods including those used to control for confounding; describes methods used to examine for 

subgroups and interactions; explains how missing data were was addressed; describes any sensitivity analyses 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Results Participants 2 = Reports numbers of individuals at each stage of study and gives reasons for non-participation at each stage 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Descriptive data 2 = Give characteristics of study participants and information on exposures and potential confounders and indicates number of 

participants with missing data for each variable of interest.  

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Outcome data 2 = Report number of outcome events or summary measures  

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Main results 2 = Gives unadjusted estimates and, if applicable, confounder-adjusted estimates and their precision, making clear which confounders 

are adjusted for why they were included; report category boundaries when continuous variables have been categorized; if relevant 

consider translating estimates of relative risk into absolute risk for a meaningful time period 



1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

Discussion Limitations 2 = Discusses limitations to the study, taking into account sources of potential bias or imprecision 

1 = Does so partially 

0 = Does not 

  



Supplementary Table 4: Criteria used for quality assessment of quality improvement studies 

 Component Stratification 

Introduction Problem description 2 = Describes nature and extent of local problem. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Available knowledge 2 = Summarises what is currently known. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not.  

Rationale 2 = Explains the problem using formal/informal frameworks, models, concepts and/or theories; explains assumptions about the 

intervention and reasons why it is expected to work.   

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Specific aims  2 = States the purpose of the project and the report. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Method Context 2 = Contextual elements considered important when introducing intervention. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Intervention 2 = Describes the intervention with sufficient detail that it could be reproduced; describes the team involved in the work. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 



Study of intervention 2 = Describes the approached used to assess the impact of the intervention and that used to establish that the observed outcomes 

were due to the interventions. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not.  

Measures 2 = Describes process and outcome measures, including rationale for choosing them, operational definitions, validity and reliability; 

describes the approach to the ongoing assessment of contextual elements; describes methods for assessing completeness and 

accuracy of data. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Analysis 2 = Describes qualitative and quantitative methods used to draw inferences; describes methods used for understanding the variation 

within the data including the effects of time.  

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Ethical 

considerations 

2 = Describes ethical aspects of implementing and studying the intervention. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Results Results 2 = Describes the initial steps of the intervention and their evolution over time; details the process measures and outcomes; describes 

contextual elements that interacted with the intervention; observed associations between outcomes, interventions and relevant 

contextual elements; describes unintended consequences; and details missing data. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Discussion Summary 2 = Presents key findings with relevance to rationale and specific aims; describes the strengths of the project. 

1 = Does so partially. 



0 = Does not. 

Interpretation 2 = Describes the nature of the association between the intervention and outcomes, compares the results with other publications, 

discusses the impact of the project on people and systems, provides reasons for any differences between observed and anticipated 

outcomes; and discusses cost/strategic trade-offs. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Limitations 2 = Discusses limitations to the study, including limits to generalisability and internal validity, and the efforts made to minimise 

these. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

Conclusions 2 = Describes usefulness of work, sustainability, potential for spread, implications and suggested next steps. 

1 = Does so partially. 

0 = Does not. 

 

 


