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The launching of ‘political’ projects in the ‘west’ 

in the late 1980s/early 1990s set in train a 

series of dynamics  that have, and which  

continue too,  profoundly changed the nature, 

scope, and governing of higher education 

sectors, their institutions, academics, students 

and administrators, not only in the west, but 

around the globe.   

Higher education sectors are now increasingly 

part of the global political and cultural economy 

and thus subject to its logics, dynamics, and 

potential crises.  



 

Flows… 









 

However, these ‘global’ figures 

conceal counter-flows…many of 

the Asian countries - including 

China, Hong, Kong, Singapore, 

Brazil - have set up ‘hubs’, 

mobility schemes, and new 

regional integration projects, 

which are attracting a growing 

number of international students 



Singaporean State «» Foreign 

Universities (1998 onwards) 
 

• Johns Hopkins University  

• Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology  

• Georgia Institute of Technology  

• University of Pennsylvania  

• INSEAD 

• University of Chicago  

• Technische Universiteit 
Eindhoven  

• Technische Universität München  

• Carnegie Mellon University 

• Stanford University  

 

• Cornell University 

• Duke University 

• Karolinska Institutet 

• University of New South Wales (RIP, 
2007)  

• ESSEC 

• University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

• Warwick University (abort) 

• IIM Bangalore 

• SP Jain Centre of Management 

• NYU (Law and Film) 

• DigiPen Institute of Technology 

• Queen Margaret University 

• ETH Zurich 

• Yale  
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Frictions… 





 Pressure to expand via Branch Campuses  - 24 in 

2002, to 162 Branch Campuses in 2009 





 

and MOOCs… 





 

‘Regionalising’ is an 

attempt to manage the 

effects of globalising…but 

sets in train new political 

and imperialising 

processes 







 

Governing… 
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U-multi  - Europe’s global ranking system 



 

financialising… 







Complex dynamics….all with new frictions 

1.Access and higher education as a positional good 

2.Pedagogy and the industrialisation of learning 

3.New sectoral and institutional geographies of 

universities 

4.The rise of for-profit firms in all aspects of higher 

education governance 

5.Shift in locus of university accountability and 

autonomy (Pearsonisation, OECDisation…) 

6.Changing role of the  public intellectual and the 

commercialisation of ideas and knowledge 

7.Rankings and the creation of new global elite 

institutions.  



Counter-tendencies 

and contestation 




