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Dear Dr. Curry, 

 

I am writing to congratulate you for winning the Alain Locke Award for Public Philosophy issued by the Society 

for the Advancement of American Philosophy’s Committee on Public Philosophy. Our Committee decided 

unanimously that your commitment to and major accomplishments in public philosophy exemplify the very best 

of what our committee aims to recognize and champion.  

 

The committee established the Alain Locke Award for Public Philosophy to recognize a philosopher working in 

the American tradition, one who “demonstrates excellence in engaged public philosophy about issues important to 

disadvantaged groups or people underrepresented in the academy or the public sphere.”  

 

According to nominator Dr. Dwayne Tunstall of Grand Valley State University Dr. Curry’s “public philosophy is 

one in which some of the most important issues to disadvantaged groups or people underrepresented in the public 

sphere are inextricably related to issues of gender.…[Dr. Curry] not only explains difficult concepts and 

uncommon subjects to both Black independent radio audiences…[h]e also invites non-academic Black audiences 

to think about alternative ways to…theorize Black life.” Indeed, our committee was impressed by how seamlessly 

Dr. Curry is able to fuse his work as a professional academic philosopher with a very public and intellectually 

rigorous engagement with lay audiences across a variety of platforms. A second nominator, B. Janice Peak-

Graham, Executive Director, and Founder OUR COMMON GROUND Media and Communications, LLC said of 

Dr. Curry that he “has etched out new ways in which to convert vigorous and complex subjects on race and 

gender, created from wide-reaching complexity of research fusion and forged them into legible forms for the very 

people to whom it applies and is crucial. Dr. Curry has managed to break the mold and break open the walls of the 

academy making it human and marking it as a new path for “communitalism”. He courageously dispels that 

notion that “the academy only can survive behind tall and fortified walls.” 

 

It is therefore my great pleasure to congratulate Dr. Curry for this important award and to thank you for 

continuing your excellent work in public philosophy.  

 

With best wishes,  

 
Dr. Jacoby Adeshei Carter, Chair, Committee on Public Philosophy 

Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, http://American-Philosophy.org 
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