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Stretching the imaginations of 

RMI students and offering an op-
portunity for their creative talents 
to shine was on tap for Ejit El-
ementary and Majuro Coop stu-
dents recently. 

And what an opportunity it 
turned out to be with world re-
nown poet Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner and 
skilled Hawaii artist Solomon Enos 
engaging with the students in a 
variety of creative projects — from 
mural painting in various locations 
to poetry writing and illustrations.

The recent creative activity was 
the initial step in an ongoing de-
velopment for local students that 
is funded by the Social Research 
Council and the Arts and Humani-
ties Research Council, both in the 
United Kingdom.

Project Coordinator Michelle 
Keown, of the University of Edin-
burgh, teamed with Dr. Irene Taaf-
aki, Majuro USP Campus director, 
as a co-investigator on the project, 
which is involving USP staff and 
interns, including Dustin Langidrik, 
Aileen Sefeti and Marcus Bennett.

The point of the program is to 
engage local students to use cre-
ative means to address issues of 
the day such as migration to the 
United States, climate and Com-
pact-related issues, including the 
nuclear weapons testing legacy 
— and document the artistic cre-

RMI students from many public 
and private elementary schools 

are on an exchange trip to Japan. 
Embassy of Japan Consul/First 
Secretary Tetsuya Iwata (taking 

picture in the foreground on left) 
saw the students off at the airport. 
They will be spending 11 days in 

Japan, living with host families and 
visiting sites and learning about 

Japan and Japanese culture.
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ations. In addition to Jetnil-Kijiner 
and Enos, Keown brought in pho-
tographer Christine Germano, 
documentary filmmaker Sara 
Penrhyn-Jones, education schol-
ar Dr. Shari Sabeti and public 
health specialist Dr. Polly Atatoa-
Carr who joined in the recent team 
visit to Majuro and Arno. They are 
documenting the work and advis-
ing on the project.

“We’re getting the kids to ex-
press a sense of their history and 
migration (issues),” said Keown. 
“Art is a great way to do it.”

The arts are not generally a ma-
jor part of school programs in the 
RMI, said Keown, adding it was 
her hope this project could show 
the potential for emphasizing this 
area as part of learning for local 
students. “In terms of cultural re-

vival, it is not as advanced here as 
it is in other South Pacific coun-
tries,” she said.

Keown pointed to a poem in 
Jetnil-Kijiner’s recently published 
book, Iep Jeltok, commenting that 
“it’s not just a victim’s narrative of 
displacement.” The poem devel-
ops positive themes, just as canoe 
culture as exemplified by the Waan 
Aelon in Majel program is a posi-
tive example of cultural revival.

The involvement of Jentil-Kijiner 
and Enos was an inspiration to lo-
cal students, who had the oppor-
tunity to try out writing and mural 
art work under the guidance of the 
two visiting experts. Keown antici-
pates a return visit with the team 
later this year for more creative 
activities with the aim of producing 
teaching resources.

Engaging students 
at Ejit Elementary 

recently were 
(clockwise from 

top left) Principal 
Connie Joel, Kathy 

Jetnil-Kijiner, 
Hawaii artist and 

mural painter 
Solomon Enos, and 
project coordinator 

Michelle Keown 
and filmmaker Sara 

Penrhyn-Jones. 
Photos: 

Hilary Hosia.


